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Preface

Assalamu'alaikum, Wr. Wb,

First of all, let us thanks to the Almighy God, Allah SWT, who have blessed us so that we can
meet here in this  hotel  to attend the first  ICEGO Conference held by the Department of
Sociology, University of Trunojoyo Madura.

This international conference has several objectives:

1. To understand different cultural backgrounds among certain ethnics in the world
2. To understand the history of certain ethnic groups
3. To gather empirical research data with regards to ethnicity and globalization that can be
used for future researches in sociology and ethnic studies
4. To serve as an academic and networking forum for researchers and lecturers on ethnicity
and globalization
5. To look upon the impact of globalization on ethnicity

The  keynote  papers  in  this  conference  were  presented  by  Ahmad  Muhammad  Omar  Al
Madani from Palestine; Huili Li from China and Mutmainnah from Indonesia. We hope that
these speakers can bring together different experiences and standpoints of ethnic background
in our globalized world. 

Last but not the least,  we would like to thank all  parties that have made this  conference
happens, the committee, presenters, participants as well as journalists who have came to the
conference. We hope this proceeding is worth of reading.

Wassalamu'alaikum, Wr. Wb.

ICEGO Committee
Department of Sociology, UTM

Chair

Merlia Indah Prastiwi, S.Sos.,M.Sosio
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Ethnicityin China 

Huili Li  

UniversitasGadjahMada unalhl@hotmail.com 

 

Introduction on Ethnicity in China 

Humans keep moving. There is theory that says human beings originated from 

Africa and started to move out of Africa around 70,000-100,000 years ago(Khan, 2017).In 

the continent of America, words that are carved on stones provide evidence that those 

written words have some connection with ancient Chinese.It also proves that Indians 

might come from Asia in early time(R. Gray, 2015). In Indonesia there are two theories 

about migration of Austronesian people. The first one is archaeological evidence 

demonstrates a technological connection between the farming cultures of the "south", 

meaning Southeast Asia and Melanesia, and sites that are first known from mainland 

China; The second is a combination of archaeological and linguistic evidence which has 

been interpreted as supporting a "northern" origin for the Austronesian language family in 

mainland southern China and Taiwan(R. D. Gray, Drummond, & Greenhill, 2009).In 

Indonesia, I was ever asked where I am from, when I answered from Yunnan China, 

people told me Yunnan is the place of Indonesian ancestors. All of these have shown that 

humans have never stopped migration. 

In the world, there are 224 countries and regions. A few countries are made up of 

people that are homogeny like Korea and Japan. Most nations are composed of many 

ethnic groups like Indonesia and China. Before I came to Indonesia, I thought all 

Indonesians must have faces like Javanese people, but when I went to province Nusa 

Tenggara Timor, I was really amazed by various kinds of faces of people there. Most of 

them look very different from Javanese. Like IndonesiaChina is also a country of  

heterogeneity. It is made up of many ethnic groups and also a few races. There are 56 

ethnic groups in China. The majority is Han ethnic group, other 55 are minority ethnic 

groups. The basic feature of Chinese ethnic groups is most of them live mixed. Therefore 

you can imagine that in China not all people have the same faces as people have thought 

here. 

Before going further, let us clarify a concept of ethnicity or ethnic group.It is 

seemingly a straightforward word, but in fact it is subject to different interpretations. It 

could be subjective about ethnic identity or objective based on presumed ancestry and 

mailto:unalhl@hotmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melanesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainland_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainland_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austronesian_language_family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan
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Tanean LanjhangAnd Globalization: Enduring the Importance of Family on 

Madurese Cultural Variants 
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Communication Department 
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Abstract 

Tanean Lanjhang or long yard is another term to refer to the formation of a 

family home in the Madurese ethnic population. In the ―long yard‖ adhesion 

comes a variety of perspectives from geographic, demographic, architectural, 

and construction of ideas. The placement of family functions, cultural forms, 

gender roles and inherent attributes indicates the presence of a system. Family, 

as a part of deep structure institution that builds culture, gives contribution in 

shaping cultural patterns. The dynamics of social change are present, as well as 

the cultural pattern is accelerated. The interconnectivity of traditional culture 

that is represented in families with homogenization in globalization is inevitable. 

Family in the color of collectivist culture provides a ―filter‖ over the boundaries 

of its members to the change. This paper approaches the pattern of Madurese 

ethnic settlements to describe the Madurese ethnic culture in handling some 

societies around the globe that have been intervened into a complex discourse in 

economic, social relationships and salient characteristic. 

Keywords : Tanean Lanjhang, Family, Ethnic, Madura, and Globalization 

Introduction 

Each ethnicity develops the election of its own cultural patterns. The pattern can be 

manifested in the form of artifacts, way of life, and construction of ideas. The formation of 

ethnicity behavior patterns in forming the birth identity of a series of beliefs --- values --- 

attitude --- behavior. Identity as an inherent attribute and attached to the categorization of 

the work of a communication system that exchanges verbal and non verbal symbols with a 

sense of belonging to tradition, heritage, norms, customs, traits, and the same language 

(Fong, 2004). Cultural identity is a social construction of communal identities which is 

typically associated with large communities outside individuals such as ethnicity, gender, 

religious affiliation, and politics as well as citizenship (Hall, 2005). 

The Madurese develops a cultural identity in the interaction of communication and 

transaction with idiosyncratic rules of history, religion and language. One of the artifacts 
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showing the presence of construction of beliefs, values and attitudes in Madura trait and 

customs is the Tanean Lanjhang settlement pattern. Opening in the form of clusters, 

Tanean Lanjhang shows the ideal attributes in the family definition. Architectural 

formation by giving allotment to large family private spaces (extended family)
108

, kitchen 

as well as storage place of logistic, well and place of worship (mushalla or surau).Tanean 

Lanjhangformation can be seen in the following illustration: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source : Wiyata (2002) 

Fig. 1 Tanean Lanjhang Pattern 

 

The pattern adopted in the kinship of Tanean Lanjhang residents of the Madurese 

reflects the combination of uxorilocal and matrilocal or uxori-matrilocal where the 

married daughters in marriage will remain in the family physical area of the Tanean 

Lanjhang cluster. While the boy after marriage will enter the family cluster of his wife‘s 

Tanean Lanjhang (Wiyata, 2002). 

In the study of communication mapping pattern designation of space becomes a 

―sign‖
109

 on the pattern of family communication that occurs in the system. As a system, 

Tanean Lanjhang needs to undergo adjustable mechanisms to maintain the value of trust 

over regulation and control over the contribution of objects in the system
110

. 

                                                           
108 Samovar (2000: 59) mentions there are two types of families namely the nuclear family (nuclear family) consisting of father, 

mother, child and extended family consisting of nuclear family and relatives. 
109 Charles Sanders Pierce as quoted in Chandler (2007: 30) explains that in the "sign" there are three building components, they 

are object (physical of Tanean Lanjhang), representamen (the signing of the object namely: Tanean Lanjhang), the 

interpretant (concept existing in Tanean Lanjhang, architectural as well as demographic, social and cultural concepts). 
110Cybernetics theory (cybernetics theory) provides insight into the urgency of regulation and control in a system. The ideal state 

of system work (state) can be regulated and controlled by providing negative feedback or positive feedback. Equilibrium is 

described in three formats: steady state, growth state, change state (Littlejohn, 1999: 55). 

Notes: 

 

S = Sumur(well) 

M = 

Mushalla/surau/langg

ar (typical place of 

worship) 

Notes: 

 

S = Sumur(well) 

M = Mushalla/surau/langgar 

 (typical place of worship) 
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Interconecectivity as the character of a system of making Tanean Lanjhang - as a system - 

in some ways contributes to the color of the various political, economic, social and 

cultural dynamics that occur. 

Globalization as one of the dynamics occurring in the dismissal or shifting pattern 

of production and consumption of meaning also contribute in the contact with the system 

Tanean Lanjang. The shift of cultural identity discourses, gender identity, personal 

identity brought by mainstreaming homogenization are often at different poles of 

construction carried on Tanean Lanjhang. The reduction process of exposure can be done 

by reviving the spirit of TaneanLanjhang in practical realities of Madurese ethnic 

community. 

Discussion 

Tanean Lanjhang : Architectural and Social Construction Perspectives 

Traditional house architecture became a cultural icon in almost all regions in 

Indonesia. The architecture of the dwelling house is shaped by the construction of 

traditional societies with a touch of demographic, geographical and socio-cultural
111

. The 

more dynamic a civilization is, the more complex the residence becomes with its 

architecture in the role and function. Occupancy is not merely the shelter of humans from 

nature and animals, but evolved into an environmental identity (Ridjal, 2014). The 

construction of Tanean Lanjhang as traditional houses not only considers geographic and 

demographic functions but also social, cultural and interactional functions as well as the 

development of variant concepts within the family. 

The developing process of the traditional housing relates to the kinship and also 

customs and traditional in the society. The traditional housing is based upon a consistent 

strategy to adapt its architectural characteristics to both environment and social 

requirements (Srilestari, 2005: 24). The visual expression shown in the space scheme in 

Tanean Lanjhang is a representation of the identity of the community. Functional, 

philosophical and kinship considerations tend to be present in the construction of space in 

traditional societies compared with modern society. Meanwhile in modern society the 

consideration of the facade and aesthetics may be more prominent. As with other 

                                                           
111 See the description of Rapoport, Amos in Wagner, Philip W (ed). House Forms and Culture. 
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archipelago architecture, Tanean Lanjhang puts artifacts in formal, technocratic, 

structural, representational and principles of esthetic aspects
112

. 

Tulistyantoro (2005) suggests that Tanean Lanjhang is spatial distribution schemes 

with representations of the primordial dualism of fields, north-south, east-west, old-young, 

right-left, male-female conflicts. The habit of building a home for married women is not 

merely a symbol of welfare but rather a pattern of matrilinieal that gives more ―protection‖ 

to Madurese women
113

. 

Tanean Lanjang : Selecting Worldviews by Enduring Significance of Family 

Globalization brings consequences to the construction of cultural values. Holton 

(2000: 141) mentions that we are now in the epoch of rapid social change, where capital, 

technology, people, ideas and information moves relentlessly across the inherited bases of 

political borders and cultural boundaries. The distinctiveness of contemporary global 

change is nonetheless connected with new forms of integration and interdependence 

between the various parts of the globe. 

Tanean Lanjhang as a representation of pre-given culture
114

 that was first born in 

traditional and classical society, brought the values of the basic shaping of society, which 

is family. The social articulation that develops outside Tanean Lanjhang in some contexts 

gives color to the shift in value construction. Tanean Lanjhang as a cultural metaphor is a 

representation of Islamic values in Madurese society (Susanto, 2008: 142-147). 

Traditional houses are equipped with surau or langgar where, in that context, serves as a 

public space where members of Tanean gather to perform congregational worship, reading 

the holy book, tadarus (Rochana, 2012: 48). 

Indeswari et al. (2013: 37-46) finds an ethnographic pattern that occurs in interactive 

communication and transactions in Tanean Lanjhang that are represented in the spatial 

plan. In this context, Tanean Lanjhang cluster brings the distinction of macro shared room 

(hall, kitchen, surauor langgar
115

, and inter-building space), micro shared room (amben or 

                                                           
112 See more about archipelago architecture in Bachtiar et al. (2014). 
113 Wismantara (2009) criticizes the pattern of proxemic placement (fixed structure or semi fixed structure) in the cluster of 

Tanean Lanjhang representing the domestic dichotomy in the context of the political space of gender. 
114 Rakhmawati (2016) writes that homogenization and hybridity not only take place in Anglo-Saxon society, but spread and are 

exposed both materially and ideologically by other parts of the world. 
115 Heng (2013: 217) says from from the results of his research that langgar or surau for Madurese ethnic with Tanean Lanjhang 

residence system has an important and sacred meaning. Not only a center of male activity, but also a room of transferring 

religious values, a place to work, a place to welcome guests, place to sleep and rest for men. 
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bed placed in a building or the front room) and meso shared room, such as tanean, terrace 

inter-building room, the area around the well and langgar. 

Tanean Lanjhang is one of the pillars of culture that can be used as a ―gatekeeper‖ 

in interweaving relationship with the globalization values. The dynamic social impact 

theory (DSIT) offers a proposition of cultural development that can be done by utilizing 

local influences with bottom-up spirit through daily communication with the nearest 

community. Communication can be done dialogically with verbal as well as in spatially 

dependent behavioral attitudes because humans have a tendency to interact with and be 

influenced by the nearest society in which they live (Harton, 2007: 522). In Tanean 

Lanjhang, there are family functions
116

. 

Globalization is worldviews with international and transnational conventions. 

Cultural values that is attached, oftentimes crash with beliefs and values constructed by 

the local culture. The value of the local culture brought in the concept of Tanean Lanjhang 

habitation is an entity that can be used to bargain upon the entry of fantasy identity 

brought by globalization. The consequences of the form of scalable society in non-border 

community format, rebuilding communal community awareness about family contribution 

in the process of infiltration of negative values of globalization. The elimination of 

geographic and social barriers by current communication technology constantly crosses 

cultural boundaries and confronts us with the other, alien and diverse
117

. Communicating 

with other might be the key to our survival. Yet, the identity and attributes ot other are  

rooted in culture. 

Conclusion 

Dynamics in complex socio-cultural systems result in diverse reference patterns. In 

traditional societal rules, where mechanical solidarity plays a more important role in 

attaching the values of family, communal, gemeinschaft, so that the intersection with 

value to a more mundial system gives a shifting effect. The production and reproduction 

of cultures in such context can occur by generating gentle acculturation but may also end 

in cultural hegemony. 

                                                           
116 Samovar (2009: 59) writes several family functions: reproduction, teaching economic value, socializing, teaching core values 

and world views, identity development, communication training. 
117 See Novinger (2002) explaining about cultural mechanisms in maintaining the values and attributes that are attached to the 

context of intersection with other cultural colors. 
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The affective and normative scheme that can be offered from the culture, the 

viscosity of religiousness of the Madurese community's in approaching and entering the 

globalization world is by re-architecturing the value and spirit of Tanean Lanjhang. As an 

open system, the family in this case is represented in Tanean Lanjhang artifact will 

contribute to the pattern of regulation and control over the work of objects and attributes 

inside of it. The color of homogenization culture in the discourses of globalization that 

enter the traditional space requires more qualified transactions with the presence of filters.  

Historically, architectural and construction on the space division of Tanean 

Lanjhang is not a pure determinant of the continuity of the inheritance of traditional values 

but can be present as a balancing power to the homogenization affiliation, especially on 

Tanean Lanjhang‘s member entity. Tanean Lanjhang as residential patterns offer the axis 

horizontal and vertical in maintaining the continuity and sustainability of family functions 

and values in society in a constructive and positive context. Proverb that says ―We can‘t 

direct the wind but we can adjust the sail" may be appropriate to illustrate the mechanism 

of the system to survive the globalization reality of Madurese community with the spirit of 

Tanean Lanjhang. 
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